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Religious Education at Kirkby Stephen Primary School  

At Kirkby Stephen Primary School, we believe that religious education makes an important contribution to 

the education of our young people. We aim to help our children develop their own values, beliefs and 

morals by learning from and about the religions of others in our diverse society. 

Through RE, children develop understanding, respect and empathy for others and appreciate the range of 

cultures and traditions in our community and wider world. 

RE is taught in accordance with the Cumbria Agreed Syllabus for RE (See Cumbria Agreed Syllabus) 

(https://www.cumbria.gov.uk/elibrary/Content/Internet/537/6381/6528/4290215573.pdf#:~:text=The%2

0Cumbria%20Standing%20Advisory%20Council%20for%20RE%20%28SACRE%29,planned%20in%20Cumbri

a%E2%80%99s%20community%20and%20voluntary%20controlled%20schools) and delivered using the 

'Discovery RE' scheme of work (see below). 

Learning in RE at Kirkby Stephen takes the form of an enquiry-based approach, using children's own 

experiences as a starting point, then considering the religious practices and values of others', before 

considering children's own views in the light of their learning. We encourage research and reasoned 

debate to consider topical enquiries. 

Children learn about 5 of the world's principal religions; Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism and Islam. 

Each year group covers Christianity alongside another one of the key religions and we recognise important 

religious festivals in our studies. 

RE is enriched with educational visits, online assemblies (whilst under government restrictions) and 

welcoming religious figures from our community to school. 

We have good links with our local church and religious leaders. 

 

What is ‘Discovery RE’? 

Discovery RE’s Scheme of Work is a thoughtful and creative set of Religious Education lesson plans for the 
Primary school, from the Reception class through to Year 6. Discovery RE is a set of detailed, medium-term 

planning that supports our school to effectively deliver the Cumbria syllabus. 

This approach takes very seriously the philosophy that children are free to make their own choices and 

decisions concerning religion and belief. 

RE does not try to persuade, but rather informs and develops the skills with which evaluation can take 

place. 

(See RE and the National Curriculum 2014) 

(See Collective Worship Policy) 
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Our RE Overview  

 

 



 

 

https://discoveryschemeofwork.com/discovery-re-in-detail/#discovery-re-planning-overview  

 

Assessment and Reporting: 

There are no statutory requirements for formal assessment in RE. The children’s progress may be 
commented on in the end of year school report. Children’s work will be evidenced in their ‘Topic Books.’ 

 

Withdrawal: 

Parents/carers have the statutory right to withdraw their children from RE and Collective Worship. Any 

parent/carer who wishes to exercise this right may do so in consultation with the head teacher. 
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