
RE at Kirkby Stephen Primary 
School



Our vision for Religious Education

Intent
At Kirkby Stephen Primary School our belief is that, using an 

enquiry-based model well, children’s critical thinking skills can be 
developed, their motivation to learn increased, and their 

knowledge and understanding of, and empathy with people and 
their beliefs, religious or otherwise, will be enhanced. This 

approach takes very seriously the philosophy that children are free 
to make their own choices and decisions concerning religion and 

belief. RE does not try to persuade but rather to inform and 
develop the skills with which evaluation can take place. 



Our vision for Religious Education

Implementation
The Discovery RE scheme we follow for Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and 2, ensures we study Christianity 
plus one other religion in each year group (this means both religions have multiple enquiries/6 week units 
per year. This is in line with the Cumbria RE Syllabus to which we adhere. Our RE Curriculum ensures that 

the children revisit prior learning for both religions throughout the year to build on previous 
enquiries. Christmas and Easter enquiries are built upon year-on-year throughout the child’s primary 

school journey.
The children start from their own experience to ensure understanding of the concept being studied then 

move on to investigating that concept in depth from the point of view of the chosen religion. This 
continues over lessons of investigation and discussion, which embeds subject knowledge. The lessons we 

follow from Discovery RE not only support the children with embedding their RE knowledge, but also 
contribute to their oracy, vocabulary and critical thinking skills. Exposure to and analysis of religious texts 

can also enhance their reading, comprehension and inference skills. To summarise the learning, the 
children have the opportunity to complete an assessment activity, and have further opportunities to 

embed their own reflections on the learning.



Our vision for Religious Education

Impact
In order to be confident in the impact of RE, senior leaders and the RE 

leader monitor the subject effectively using scrutiny and moderation of 
outcomes. The impact is seen in our ‘floor books’ which evidences a broad 

and balanced RE curriculum. Our planning and evidence also highlights that 
pupils are building on their skills and knowledge over time. At times our 

School environment will also show a range of pupils' work and photographs. 
Staff take the time to carry out discussions with the children as this is a good 

indication of knowing exactly what the children feel has most impacted 
them in their learning. Colleagues’ views are also taken into account. This 

can ensure that impact matches intent across the whole school.



Expectations at the end of EYFS

Religious Education can help support achieving several ELG at the end of EYFS. 

Relevant goals from personal, social and 
emotional development:
Have a developing respect for their own 
cultures and beliefs and those of other 
people.
Understanding that people have different 
needs, views, cultures and beliefs that need 
to be treated with respect.
Understand that they can expect others to 
treat their needs, view, cultures and beliefs 
with respect.

Relevant goals linked to knowledge and understanding of the world 
could include children:
Asking and answering questions about religions and culture as they occur 
within their everyday experiences.
Visiting places of worship, show respect and learn new words.
Listening and responding to a range of stimuli about and from different 
religious and ethnic groups and from the natural world.
Handling artefacts with curiosity and respect.



Cumbria Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 

Christianity should be studied throughout each Key Stage. 

Foundation Stage Learners should experience enquiry-based RE-related 
activities from a range of world religions to contribute to the Foundation 
Stage curriculum requirements.

KS1 will study Christianity and one other world religion.

KS2 will study Christianity another world religion but from the opposite 
group. 

REVISED Cumbria Syllabus for RE 2017

Please see the link above and our RE page below for further details. 

RE is a core area of the curriculum. The syllabus is based upon the expectation that the equivalent of at 
least one hour a week is devoted to RE at each of the Key Stages. This may be a lesson a week or it may 
be used flexibly to enable more sustained or cross-curricular work. Our curriculum model ‘Discovery RE’ 
ensures that there is continuity, coherence, flexibility and progression in all our school years.

Discovery RE Supports:
Ofsted and SIAMS outcomes
Cumbria Syllabus
SMSC
British Values
Anti-radicalisation
Critical thinking and Growth Mindset
Personal Development

https://www.cumbria.gov.uk/elibrary/Content/Internet/537/6381/6528/4290215573.pdf








RE in Year 1

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Creation story 
God Creation
Key Question:
Does God want Christians to look 
after the world? 
Religion: Christianity 

Suggested Teaching
A lift the flap book – God made… 
under the flap is a picture and a 
caption/sentence. Explain to a 
partner what you have put where 
to demonstrate your 
understanding. Discuss the idea of 
stewardship: looking after 
something. Christians believe we 
can be stewards of God’s world. 
Children to make a poster 
highlighting an environmental 
issue, and be able to say what 
aspect of God’s creation it affects 
and how it could be stopped e.g.
Stop using single use plastics as it 
ends up in the sea which God 
made on Day 3. 

Christmas
Incarnation 
Key Question:
What gifts might Christians in my 
town have given Jesus if he had 
been born here rather than in 
Bethlehem?
Religion: Christianity 

Suggested Teaching
Children to bring in something 
that is ‘special’ to them from 
home. Class to guess what the 
object might be and children to 
then unwrap, giving their reason. 
Would this be a good present for a 
baby today? Would it have been a 
good present for Jesus?

Jesus as a friend 
Incarnation 
Key Question:
Was it always easy for Jesus to show 
friendship? 
Religion: Christianity 

Suggested Teaching
Using stills from the story, give 
speech/thought bubbles to the 
characters? What might they be 
saying/thinking during that 
moment?
Reach a point in the story and ask 
the children to predict what might 
happen next? How might Jesus
act/what might he do?
Consider Jesus as a friend. 
Remember that Christians are not 
saying that Jesus found it too 
difficult to overcome because he 
was God and man. But he did 
sometimes experience and show 
human emotions e.g. when his 
friend Lazarus died, he wept, even 
though he knew he could bring him 
back to life. 

Easter – Palm Sunday 
Salvation
Key Question:
Why was Jesus welcomed like 
a king or celebrity by the 
crowds on Palm Sunday?
Religion: Christianity 

Suggested Teaching
Hot seating a person in the 
crowd waiting to see Jesus 
arriving in Jerusalem. How 
does it feel? Why is he 
special?
Sorting actual objects/symbols 
that are relevant/not relevant 
to the Easter story. Children to 
sort and give reasons for their 
choices. 

Shabbat 
Key Question:
Is Shabbat important to Jewish 
children?
Religion: Judaism

Suggested Teaching
Set up an area of the classroom for 
the children to create a Shabbat 
but leave a basket of artefacts, 
some to do with Shabbat and some 
not. Can the children lay the table 
with the correct artefacts that are 
important for Jewish people when 
celebrating Shabbat? 
Children to make the Challah bread 
and share a meal with squash ‘red 
wine’ and the bread. Explain the 
symbols of all pieces. 
Thought tracking – using character 
of Joshua. Class to contribute ideas 
as if they are speaking the 
thoughts of Joshua, showing the 
conflict he may be feeling. 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
Key Question:
Are Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur important to Jewish 
children? 
Religion: Judaism

Suggested Teaching
Hang apple templates on a 
tree/large twig, with the children 
writing their hopes for the new 
year on one side and a forgiving 
action on the other.
Make a Tzedakah box as a class 
and think of ways to show 
kindness.

Optional enquiry:
Does celebrating Chanukah make 
Jewish children feel closer to 
God? 
Make an eight night countdown 
calendar, children to think of a 
Chanukah tradition for each one. 

Suggested Teaching
Make a little jar of big thanks –
have an empty jar and ask the 
children to write 
something/someone they are 
thankful for and put in the jar. 
What do they think a Jewish child 
might write on it? Different things 
or mostly the same? 



RE in Year 1

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Questions to support Greater 
Depth
How do you feel about your 
creation? 
How would you like someone to 
treat it? Which parts of the 
creation story can you remember? 
Which is your favourite part and 
why? What do you think/believe 
happened to make the world? (ask 
prior to learning about the 
Creation story and afterwards)
Does everyone have the same 
belief? Why do you think/believe 
that?  How do you think God 
would feel about what is 
happening in the world today?
What changes could you make to 
protect the environment? 

Christianity Key Content
Creation Story - environmental 
issues recycling/ stewardship

Questions to support Greater 
Depth
Can you think of a special gift you 
were given? 
What made it so special?
Can you remember how you felt 
when you opened/received it? 
Jesus was given 3 gifts which had 
special meaning. What were 
they? Why did the kings/wise 
men choose those gifts? 
If you had to think of a gift a 
Christian might give baby Jesus 
today what might it be? What 
makes that gift a special one for  
baby Jesus? 

Christianity Key Content
Giving - care taken as to the 
choice of gift

Questions to support Greater 
Depth
Are you a good friend? 
If someone took a picture/film of 
you being a good friend what would 
they see?
Can you think of a time when Jesus 
was a good friend?
What was he doing at that time that 
makes you think that?
Christians see Jesus as their role 
model. Who/what  might help them 
to be a good friend like Jesus? 
Is it possible to be kind to people 
you don’t know?
Can you think of a way that a 
Christian might help others like 
Jesus helped his friends? 

Christianity Key Content
Zacchaeus - Jesus stills the storm 
Lazarus - friendship 

Questions to support Greater 
Depth
Can you think of a special 
person that you might like to 
meet?
If you were lucky enough to 
meet them, how would you 
behave/act? How would you 
show that person you were 
excited to see them?
Palm Sunday is a special day 
for Christians. What makes it 
such an important day?
In the Easter story there are 
special symbols which are 
important to Christians. Can 
you remember any of these?
What were they and why are 
they important/special?
When Jesus arrived in 
Jerusalem, can you think of a 
reason people were pleased 
to see him?
Why do Christians believe he 
was such a special person? 
If Jesus was on Earth today, 
what might Christians do to 
welcome him? 

Christianity Key Content
Preparing for a special person 
The Messiah

Questions to support Greater 
Depth
Can you think of a day of the week 
that is important to you and give a 
reason why?
Is there a time that you had a 
‘special’ meal with family and 
friends? What was the 
meal/occasion and what made it 
so special?
Were there things/objects that 
made it extra special? 
Shabbat is a special time for 
Jewish people. Can you think of 
any things they do to show it is a 
special time?
Can you remember things that are 
done or said during Shabbat to 
show it is an important time?
Have you ever had to miss 
anything because you had another 
commitment? E.g. holiday booked 
and missed a party?
Why might Joshua decide to stay 
at home for Shabbat and miss a 
party he really wanted to go to?

Judaism Key Content
Special day - Shabbat meal -
synagogue

Questions to support Greater 
Depth
What do you think ‘forgiveness’ 
means?
If you forgive someone how does 
it make you feel?
Can you think of a time when you 
have forgiven someone? What 
was the reason?
What do you think is the most 
important event that happens in 
Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur and 
explain why?

Judaism Key Content
Forgiveness - repentance - Food 
and symbolism
New year plans, prayer, 
synagogue

Questions to support Greater 
Depth
What does it mean to be 
grateful? Can you think of 
someone you are grateful to and 
would like to thank and why? Can 
you think of a part of the 
Chanukah celebrations and why it 
is important to a Jewish child?
During Chanukah Jewish children 
believe that the things they 
practise during this time help 
them feel closer to God? Can you 
think of one of these practices?
Does anything that happens 
during Chanukah remind you of 
another celebration?  If so, what 
and why? 



RE in Year 2

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

What did Jesus teach?
Key Question:
Is it possible to be kind to everyone all 
of the time? 
Religion: Christianity 

Suggested Teaching 
Whole class – demonstrate the ripple 
effect of kindness by dropping a 
selection of objects in a bowl of water, 
showing the ripples that are caused 
(either big or small). Explain to the 
children that no matter how small an 
act of kindness, a ripple effect is caused 
and spreads kindness outwards, causing 
good moods and further acts of 
kindness are inspired. What ripples of 
kindness do they think they could 
cause? Are there any actions a Christian 
might take which might be different? 
Children to contribute to a kindness 
paper chain, by writing an idea for 
themselves on one side of a piece of 
paper, and an action Jesus took that a 
Christian might imitate on the other and 
adding it to the class paper chain.

Christmas – Jesus as a gift from God.
Concept: Incarnation.
Key Questions:
Why do Christians believe God gave 
Jesus to the world?
Religion: Christianity 

Suggested Teaching 
Wanted poster on half of a page, 
depicting a problem in the world 
today and asking for help to solve it, 
and on the other half draw/write 
how Jesus’s actions or example 
could address the problem.
Design and label a seasonal mobile, 
hanging things that you think 
represent the Christmas story and 
say why, and explain why Christians 
believe God gave Jesus to the World.
Children to imagine writing a letter 
from ‘God’ that was put in Jesus’ 
manger to explain why he was there. 
What would it say? 

Passover.
Key Questions:
How important is it for Jewish 
people to do what God asks 
them to do?
Religion: Judaism 

Suggested Teaching 
Children to have a selection of 
photos/words of people they will 
recognise, e.g. a family member, 
the Queen, a well-known sports 
personality, a singer, friend, 
teacher, police officer etc. Can 
the children rank them in 
accordance with those they 
would listen to/do as asked, 
respect the most/least, giving 
their reasons? A simple diamond 
9 activity, using pictures that 
represent Jewish culture, with 
children ranking them according 
to things they feel are the 
most/least important to Jewish 
people. Children to explain their 
reasoning.

Easter – Resurrection.
Concept: Salvation.
Key Question:
How important is it to Christians 
that Jesus came back to life after 
his crucifixion.
Religion: Christianity 

Suggested Teaching 
Draw an image of what you 
think happens when someone’s 
life on Earth comes to an end. 
Explain to each other what your 
image represents.
Children to have some pictures 
of symbols from the Easter 
story. Can they order them 
according to the importance 
they place on them for 
Christians, e.g. the cross, bread 
and wine, palm leave, boulder  
etc. What are the reasons for 
their choices? 

The Covenant.
Key Question: 
How special is the relationship Jews 
have with God?
Religion: Judaism

Suggested Teaching 
Children to make their own 
learning ‘contracts/ promises’, 
thinking about what they promise 
to do, then sealing with ‘wax’, e.g. I 
promise to try my best. 
Teacher to explain the 
commandments so that the 
children can readily understand. 
Group the children and give one 
each. Ask the children to consider a 
time when it would be difficult to 
keep them. How important would it 
be to you to keep that promise? 
Rank them in importance.

Rites of Passage and good works.
Key Question:
What is the best way for a Jew to 
show commitment to God? 
Religion: Judaism

Suggested Teaching 
Children to draw round their hand. 
On each finger write something 
they have a sense of commitment 
to. Give an order and ranking to 
them e.g. middle finger is longest 
so has the most commitment, two 
fingers next to it are equal second 
and the thumb and little finger are 
the least commitment needed. 
How did you choose?
Children to make a list of their daily 
commitments and keep a log for a 
week, seeing which activity they 
practise the most, show the 
greater level of commitment to. 
How does this compare to the 
activities a Jewish child may 
undertake in a week? 
Debating, with each table having a 
different custom and try and 
persuade the other groups theirs is 
the best way for a Jew to show 
commitment to God. As a class 
rank the different ways. 



RE in Year 2

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Questions to support Greater Depth. 
Can you think of a time when it was 
difficult to be kind and why?
What do you think Jesus was trying to 
teach through his actions in these 
stories?
What can Christians learn from Jesus’ 
teachings about how to treat others?
Is it important to show kindness even 
when no one is watching? 
What can you see is similar or different 
between the Christian action and your 
own?

Christianity Key Content
Good Samaritan, love your neighbour, 
healing the paralysed man, saviour, 
advent, Jesus’ teachings.

Questions to support Greater Depth. 
Can you think of a problem in the 
world today that showing love/being 
caring would fix?
What could you do to help solve a 
problem in the world by showing 
love?
What do you believe was the special 
reason God gave Jesus to the world?
Why do Christians believe that God 
gave Jesus to the world? 
In what ways do Christians believe 
Jesus is a good role model?

Christianity Key Content
Saviour, advent, Jesus’ teachings.

Questions to support Greater
Depth.
What are your school values?
Which is the value that means 
the most to you? Why? What 
does the word ‘respect’ mean to 
you? What words/actions show 
respect? Can you describe some 
of the things that Jews choose to 
do to show respect for God?
What do you think is the 
most/least important way for 
Jews to show respect to God? 
Why do you think this? How 
important do you think it is for a 
Jew to show respect to God?

Prayer at home.
Key Question: 
Does praying at regular intervals 
help a Muslim in his/her 
everyday life? 
Religion: Islam 

Questions to support Greater 
Depth. 
When someone’s life comes to 
an end on Earth, what do you 
believe happens? 
How important is it to Christians 
that Jesus came back to life after 
his crucifixion?
How does Jesus’ resurrection 
affect Christians’ belief about 
what happens when someone 
dies? 

Christianity Key Content
Easter symbols – resurrection –
new life –egg. 

Community and Belonging.
Key Question:
Does going to a Mosque give 
Muslims a sense of belonging?
Religion: Islam 

Suggested Teaching 
Class debate – voting for and 
against the key question. Does it 
matter where a Muslim prays, do 
they have the same sense of 
belonging? Children use a mosque 
outline that opens like a book. 
Inside children list the importance 
of praying at the mosque for a 
Muslim. Share with a partner. Have 
you both got the same? What is 
different? Value the differences as 
people see different things as 
important.
Continuum line – place two 
opposing statements either side of 
the classroom with an imaginary 
line between them. Children to 
choose where they stand on the 
line, showing which of the two 
statements they most agree with. 
E.g. “A Muslim must pray in a 
Mosque to feel like they belong” 
and “It is not necessary for a 
Muslim to pray in a Mosque to feel 
like they belong”.

Hajj. 
Key Question: 
Does completing Hajj make a 
person a better Muslim?
Religion: Islam 

Suggested Teaching 
Children to draw items to pack in a 
suitcase for a journey they have 
been/are going on. As part of the 
case children to draw a heart to 
show the feelings they had and 
write their thoughts and emotions. 
How do you think this compares 
with the feelings of a Muslim going 
to Hajj?

Questions to support Greater 
Depth. 
Can you think of a journey you have 
been on and what made it ‘special’ 
and out of the ordinary? Was the 
journey long or short? Did you stop 
on the way? Why might some 
Muslims choose to complete Hajj 
when it takes such an effort?
Why might a Muslim feel differently 
after completing Hajj? What about 
Muslims who are unable to/or can’t 
afford to go? 

Islam Key Content
Pilgrimage – Hajj – Makkah –
significance – 5 pillars. 



RE in Year 2

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Suggested Teaching 
Thought tracking, using a 
picture of a Muslim child taking 
part in the prayer ritual. 
Children to contribute ideas as 
if they are speaking the 
thoughts of the character. How 
would the commitment of 
praying several times a day feel 
to you? Can have outline of 
picture on the wall to write 
around the outside. 

Questions to support Greater 
Depth. 
What is commitment? What do 
you have/show commitment 
for/to? How easy is it to show 
commitment to something?
What can sometimes challenge 
a sense of commitment? What 
helps you to show 
commitment?
Why do we commit to 
something? Can you think of a 
reason that Muslims pray 5 
times a day? What helps a 
Muslim commit to praying 5 
times a day? Does prayer show 
a Muslim’s commitment to God 
and if so how/why? Can you 
think of a time that being 
still/mindful helped you? 

Islam Key Content
Prayer, commitment to Allah. 

Questions to support Greater 
Depth. 
What does it mean to belong?
What feelings do people have 
when they have a sense of 
belonging? What does it feel like 
to be left out and not belong? Can 
you think of a place or group 
where you feel like you belong? 
Do you think that a Muslim 
praying in a mosque would have a 
sense of belonging? If so why?
Why might a Muslim prefer to 
pray in a mosque? Do you think it 
matters to a Muslim where they 
pray, as long as they pray? What 
benefits might a Muslim feel 
when praying in the mosque that 
they might not feel when they 
pray on their own? Can you think 
of a time when you have 
preferred to be in a group setting 
than on your own?

Islam Key Content
Mosque, washing, prayer in a 
mosque. 



RE in Year 3 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Theme: Divali

Key Question: Would celebrating 

Divali at home and in the 

community bring a feeling of 

belonging to a Hindu child?

Religion: Hinduism

Suggested teaching 

Would celebrating Divali at home 

and in the community bring a 

feeling of belonging to a Hindu 

child?

Draw a picture of Hindus 

celebrating Divali at home or at the 

temple (label with key words)

Why would celebrating Divali at 

home and in the community bring 

a feeling of belonging to a Hindu 

child/or not?

Children to make a belonging map, 
thinking of all the places/ groups 
they belong to. Children to leave a 
space on their map for something 
they would like to belong to, either 
now or in the future. Explain the 
feelings that go with this – what is 
it like to belong?
Children could make a box all 
about themselves and share it as a 
class, focusing on the sense of 
belonging and the feelings this 
evokes.

Theme: Christmas 
Concept: Incarnation

Key Question: Has Christmas lost 
its true meaning? Religion: 
Christianity
Suggested teaching 
Some people do not celebrate 
Christmas because........
Christians believe Jesus is..
To me Christmas means..
Christmas is important to 
Christians because..
Does Christmas mean the same to 
you as it does to Christians?
Has Christmas lost its true 
meaning?
Children to draw and label a 
picture of what Christmas means to 
them in the engagement session. 
Explain to a partner your choices 
and listen to theirs

Children to make their own advent 
calendar either in groups or as a 
class and behind each door put 
something that shows why 
Christmas is important to 
Christians. Share answers and 
explain selections in groups or 
around the class
Repeat with a generic one with 
things that we like about Christmas 
that may not have religious 
meaning, e.g. Santa etc.

Theme: Jesus’ Miracles Concept: 

Incarnation

Key Question: Could Jesus heal 

people? Were these miracles or is 

there some other explanation? 

Religion: Christianity

Suggested teaching 

Children to choose one example of 
Jesus performing a miracle in the 
Bible and depict it in a creative 
way ready to explain to others 
their justification afterwards-
What does this story tell Christians 
about Jesus? Why did he choose 
to help?

Give the children 5 statements 
about different parts of the 
miracle story and choose the most 
important – they could either act 
out the emotion or draw one 
frame showing the key event –
then explain the message of the 
story – about Jesus and for 
Christians then and today.

Children to act out the next part of 
the story of the paralysed man and 
as a group decide what might 
actually have happened to explain 
him walking. What happened next 
in his life? Did he go on to help 
others? Was he inspired to do 
good himself?

Theme: Easter –
Forgiveness

Concept: Salvation 

Key Question: What is 
‘good’ about Good Friday?
Religion: Christianity

Suggested teaching 
Children draw a heart 
outline and write in it some 
of the things they can do to 
show their love and 
gratitude to people who are 
special to them.

Create an Easter version of 
the Christingle.
Brainstorm Christian beliefs 
about Easter and show the 
children a Christingle and 
discuss the symbolism of 
the items used. 
Can the children design 
their own ‘Christingle’ that 
represents the Christian 
belief in Easter? After the 
design – prioritise the most 
important symbol and 
devise a short guide to the 
symbol – could use a flow 
chart

Theme: Hindu Beliefs 

Key Question: How can 

Brahman be everywhere and in 

everything?

Religion: Hinduism

Suggested teaching 

Using pictures of the tri-murti 
ask the children which is the 
odd one out? (There is no right 
or wrong answer but will give 
the children chance to explore 
their thinking and give reasons) 
the children could focus on 
Ganesha.. Children have access 
to an image of Ganesha –
describe the picture and list the 
symbols – explore the different 
symbols and meanings. Why is 
Ganesha so popular? Could look 
at famous stories about 
Ganesha ‘The Story of 
Ganesha’s Wisdom’

Show the children the Aum 
symbol and discuss what it 
means. Can the children create 
their own symbol using clay to 
show Hindu beliefs such as the 
belief in Brahman?

Theme: Pilgrimage to the 

River Ganges

Key Question: Would visiting 

the River Ganges feel special 

to a non Hindu? 

Religion: Hinduism

We are learning to explore 

how Sikh beliefs affect their 

ways of life and the 

importance they place on 

sharing. 

Suggested teaching 

Children playing a game in 

small groups, taking turns and 

sharing (maybe teacher and 

teaching assistant role-

playing, playing a game and 

not sharing very well…what do 

the children notice?)

Children to make posters or a 
presentation highlighting the 
water issues in the world 
today. Why is water 
important? Look at charities 
like Water Aid and the power 
of water (if a Jigsaw school, 
could look at the water 
lessons on community areas). 



RE in Year 3 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Children to make their own story book of Rama and Sita and 
explain their importance in the story – What do Hindus learn 
from the actions of the lead characters?
How is Ravana a symbol of evil? Why was it important that 
people stood up to this evil? What might have happened if 
they hadn’t? How should this influence Hindu behaviour 
today?
Conscience Alley – Teacher or a child to assume the role of a 
Hindu child and ask the children to stand in two rows, facing 
each other. Both sides have prepared opposing arguments 
for the key question. Teacher or child to walk down the 
middle and ask both sides for their opposing views, making 
a decision at the end, based on the children’s arguments. 
Each individual child to consider one way in which Divali 
encourages belonging for a child and for the community. 
They note this down and then all share their ideas with each 
other and see if one answer emerges as the favourite
Questions to support Greater Depth
What does it mean to belong/have a sense of belonging?
Can you think of any groups or clubs that you belong to?
Are there any traditions or things that you do in these clubs 
that make you feel you belong?
What does belonging mean to you? 
What do you think gives a sense of belonging, shared beliefs 
or shared activities or both? 
What is the link between the story and Divali? Which 
character do you feel represents the true meaning of Divali?
Can you think of any customs and traditions that Hindus do 

to celebrate the festival of Divali?
Which of these do you think might give a Hindu the greatest 
sense of belonging and why?
What activities would you like to join in with if joining in 
with Divali celebrations with a Hindu family?
Would you have the same feeling of belonging and if so 
why/why not? 

Could use a still from a 
Christmas advert and ask the 
children to thought track, 
contributing ideas for what 
the characters may be thinking 
or feeling. Compare this to a 
freeze frame of the nativity 
scene and ask them what 
these characters are feeling? 
Which scene represents the 
true meaning of Christmas?
Class vote – has Christmas lost 
its true meaning? 
Questions to support Greater 
Depth
Is Christmas a special time for 
you? If so why/why not? (Be 
sensitive of family situations)
What is the true meaning of 

Christmas for Christians? 
Does everyone celebrate 
Christmas? If not, do you know 
why?
Do you think that everyone 

who enjoys Christmas is a 
Christian? 
Christians believe that God 

gave Jesus to the world. What 
gift would you give to the 
world to make it a better place 
and why?

What tradition/custom do you 
think may be the most 
important for Christians at 
Christmas and why? 

Teacher to call a 
“meeting” with the class 
and the children to 
“attend” in order for the 
decision to be made. The 
children can take on the 
collective role of the 
bystanders in the story 
and discuss what they 
have witnessed. e.g. Did 
you just witness a miracle 
or not? 

Questions to support 

Greater Depth

What does the word 
‘miracle’ mean to you?
Why do you think there 

are/are not such things as 
miracles?

Why might Christians 
believe that Jesus was 
able to perform 
‘miracles’? 

Do you believe Jesus was 
able to perform miracles 
or do you think there is 
another explanation?
Are there other examples 
in the Bible when Jesus 
did something 
miraculous? 

Questions to 
support Greater 
Depth
Can you think of a 
time when you have 
‘saved the day’?
Can you think of a 
time when someone 
else has ‘saved the 
day’ for you?
What did people 
need forgiving for? 
Why do Christians 
believe that Jesus 
died? 
What are your 
thoughts about 
Jesus’s death? Do 
you share the 
Christian belief 
about ‘Good Friday? 
Did Jesus deserve to 
die? 
Jesus’s death can be 
difficult to 
understand. Do you 
have any questions 
you would like to 
ask? 

Questions to support 

Greater Depth

What different roles do 
you have?
Do you have different 
roles for different 
people/groups?
Do different 
responsibilities come 
with these different 
roles?
Is there anything about 
you that is the same in 
each of these roles? E.g.
a character trait that 
stays the same? 

How can Brahman be 
everywhere and in 
everything?
As a Hindu, how would 
the belief that Brahman 
is everywhere and in 
everything affect how 
you lived your life? 
What do you think about 
the Hindu belief of 
Brahman? Do you have 
any more questions that 
you would like 
answered? 

Make a collage of the river 
and research facts about it to 
include on the picture. 
Make raindrop sun catchers, 

using shavings of wax 
crayons sprinkled onto 
parchment paper. T can then 
melt with a hair-dryer and 
cut out a large raindrop 
shape. Include a reason on 
the back of why the River 
Ganges is a special place.
Hang them and make a class 
display. Children can stick a 
reason for visiting the 
Ganges on one side and an 
emotion that could be felt 
when doing this on the flip
Questions to support 
Greater Depth
How can you save water?
Why is water such an 
important resource?
Why is The River Ganges 
symbolic for Hindus? 
How might a Hindu feel 
when visiting the Ganges?
Is the Ganges a special place 
to visit for a non-Hindu? 
Why? 



RE in Year 4

World War 2 World War 2 Extinction Vikings Raging Rivers

Theme: Beliefs and Practices 

Key Question: How special is 
the relationship Jews have 

with God? Religion: Judaism
Religion: Judaism 

Suggested Teaching: 
Study original covenant and 
try to imagine a modern 
version – what would God 
promise for his people now –
what would he expect in 
return from his people?
Children to explore the ten 
commandments (child 
friendly), ordering them in 
accordance to how important 
they think they are. Work out 
which were for God and 
which were for humans.

Why might it matter if 
someone breaks a promise to 
you? 
How would you feel?

Theme: Christmas 
Concept: Incarnation 

Key Question: What is the most 
significant part of the nativity story 

for Christians today?

Suggested Teaching: 
Comparison of most significant 
events in nativity. Justify and 
discuss opinions. Using an actual 
nativity scene, remove different 
parts of the scene and explore with 
the children what that would mean 
for the original story, e.g. if the 
wise men hadn’t followed the star, 
if there had been room at the inn? 
Link to reasoning of most 
significant event. 

Theme: Passover 

Key Question: How important is it for Jewish 
people to do what God asks them to do? 

Religion: Judaism

Children to have a selection of photos/words 
of people they will recognise, e.g. a family 
member, the Queen, a well-known sports 
personality, a singer, friend, teacher, police 
officer etc. Can the children rank them in 
accordance to those they would listen to/do 
as asked, the most/least, giving their 
reasons? 

Draw and label the Seder plate and write 
about the significance of the different foods. 
What might certain things taste like? How 
might this link to the story? Why is it 
important for Jews to remember the story 
today?

Passover treasure hunt – hide fact cards/ 
customs/ and or objects which the children 
have to find and tick off their Passover list. 
Once all the objects have been found, ask the 
children to discuss the significance of each 
one. 

Make a poster, choosing one of the rights of 
the child that you feel is the most important 
and why? Do you think that this right is 
always upheld and if not, when might this be 
the case? 

Theme: Easter 
Concept: Salvation 

Key Question: Is forgiveness always 
possible for Christians?

Religion: Christianity

Suggested Teaching: 
Acrostic poem using the word 
‘forgive’. Children to illustrate 
Jesus’ teachings of forgiveness 
then discuss - Why do they 
forgive? Link it back to Jesus’ 
words and actions. What was he 
like as a  role model?
If Jesus forgave people who hurt 
him, what does this tell us about 
how he wants Christians to 
behave? What is the point of 
forgiveness? How can you make 
things right after you have made a 
mistake? 
Look at a personal example- reflect 
on behaviour at home, school etc –
how could we make things right?

Theme: Rites of Passage 
and good works

Key Question: What is the 
best way for a Jew to show 

commitment to God? 

Religion: Judaism

Suggested Teaching: 

Children to make a class 

commitment poster, 

thinking of something they 

can commit to, to make the 

classroom a better place to 

be/learn. Children to use 

photos/drawings to illustrate 

these points. Tie in to the Tu

B’Shevat tree planting 

ceremony – what could they 

do to look after their class, 

school, home and local 

environment?

Children to make a list of 

their daily commitments and 

keep a log for a week.

Theme: Prayer and Worship 

Key Question: Do people need 
to go to church to show they are 

Christians? 

Religion: Christianity

Suggested Teaching: 
Make a large collage of the 
features of churches, labelling 
them/writing captions about the 
significance/symbolism.
Explore the benefits of 
worshipping in a church 
(community, belonging, being 
with other Christians)



RE in Year 4

World War 2 World War 2 Extinction Vikings Raging 
Rivers

Theme: Beliefs and Practices 

Questions to support Greater 
Depth
What makes a promise more 
believable and harder to 
break? 

Can you think of any formal 
promises that people make? 

Can you think of any symbols 
that are used to represent 
promises that have been 
made e.g. wedding rings, 
certificates, badges etc ?

Do you have to trust 
someone to make an 
agreement and keep it?
What affirmation would you 
like to make and why? 
Why do Jewish people 
believe they have a special 
relationship with God?
What helps strengthen this 
relationship?
Can you recall any of the 
customs and rules that Jews 
follow which shows they have 
a ‘special’ relationship with 
God?
How important are Moses 
and Abraham in this 
relationship?
Why did God give Moses the 
Ten Commandments? 

Theme: Christmas 
Concept: Incarnation 

Questions to support Greater 
Depth
What do the parts of your 
Christingle represent?
Is there any part of your 
Christingle that represents a part 
of the original nativity story? 
What part of the Christmas story 
do you think might be the most 
important for a Christian and why?
What does the concept of 
Incarnation mean?
Do you have any questions about 
this concept?
What do you think about 
incarnation? 

Theme: Passover 

Key Question: How important is it for 
Jewish people to do what God asks 

them to do? 
Religion: Judaism

Questions to support Greater Depth
Can you think of anyone that may have 
a restricted diet or chose to eat/not eat 
certain foods because of their beliefs?

When did this special 
relationship/covenant Jews have with 
God come about? 

Can you describe some of the things 
that Jews chose to do because God has 
asked them to? 

Why do you think it is important for 
Jews to do this?

Why is the Passover festival significant 
for a Jewish person? 
Can you recall any of the food on the 
Seder plate and what it symbolises?
What do you think is the most/least 
important way for Jews to show respect 
to God? Why do you think this?  How 
important do you think it is for a Jew to 
show respect to God?
Which article of the Rights of the Child 
do you feel is important and why?

Theme: Easter 
Concept: Salvation 

Key Question: Is forgiveness 
always possible for 

Christians?
Religion: Christianity

Questions to support 
Greater Depth
Why is forgiveness such a 
strong theme in the Easter 
story? 
What does Jesus teach 
about forgiveness?
What did Jesus mean when 
he said that we should 
forgive even if it is 70x7 
times?
Why do you think Jesus 
wanted people to follow his 
example and show 
forgiveness?  

Theme: Rites of Passage and good works

Key Question: What is the best way for a 
Jew to show commitment to God? 

Religion: Judaism

Questions to support Greater Depth
Can you think of anything that you need to 

wait till you are older to be allowed to do? 

Why do certain things have age limits e.g.

films, alcohol?

What is commitment?

What do you have/show commitment 

for/to?

How easy or difficult is it to show 

commitment to something?

Do you show the same level of commitment 

for all areas of your life? If not, why? 

What can sometimes challenge a sense of 

commitment?

What helps you to show commitment?

Why do we commit to something? 

Can you think of ways that a Jewish person 

shows a commitment to God?

Is it just one way or lots of ways that show a 
Jew’s commitment to God? 

Theme: Prayer and 
Worship 

Questions to support 
Greater Depth
Where is your special 
place?
What is special about the 
place? Is it the people 
there, where it is, or what 
you do there?
How do you act in your 
special place?
How do Christians show 
their faith?
Where can they practise 
their faith?
Do all Christians go to 
church and if not why? 
How did you feel when you 
visited the church? Why?
Did it still feel special even 
for those who are non-
Christians? 
How should we act in 
someone’s special place, 
(both religious and non-
religious)? Discuss the 
importance of being 
respectful!



RE in Year 5
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Theme: Belief into action 

Key Question: How far would a 
Sikh go for his/her religion? 
Religion: Sikhism

Suggested Teaching
Children to have a traffic light 
each or project a traffic light on a 
screen and ask children for each 
coloured light to think of 
something they are committed 
to and the level of commitment 
they show, e.g. green light 
something they practise daily 
and train towards, red for 
something they do but don’t 
really practise and do because 
they have been asked to and 
explain why they have chosen 
this level of effort – don’t make it 
a focus just an intro.

Using different symbols around 
the room, ask the children ‘how 
does this symbol help Sikhs to 
show their commitment to their 
faith? Children to write their 
ideas on post-it notes as they 
move around the room. 

Focus on the khanda
Ask children to try and work 
out the different component 
parts and what they might 
symbolise

Theme: Christmas Concept: 
Incarnation 

Key Question: Is the Christmas 
story true? Religion: Christianity

Suggested Teaching
Children can write a newspaper 
report based on interviewing a 
person present at the event from 
either Matthew or Luke’s 
account, including the main 
events. Needs to include the 
emotions of the people present –
interviewer could ask 
participants why they acted the 
way they did.

Class vote – children can role 
play a court room scene with 
both sides arguing who is telling 
the true version of events –
Matthew or Luke? What ruling 
does the jury come to? Need to 
include the reason for the 
different truths i.e. the different 
audiences – what was the reason 
for the differences?

Theme: Beliefs and moral 
values 

Key Question: Are Sikh stories 
important today? Religion: 
Sikhism

Suggested Teaching
Explain to the children that the 
local library/school library is 
closing down for good.
Can the children write a 
persuasive letter, explaining 
why books are important and 
that the library needs to stay 
open? 

Retell the Sikh stories they 
have heard and make a class 
compilation of these stories. 
Children to try and sum up the 
stories using RE key words –
make a compilation of key 
words and summative 
sentences that show what the 
messages are and how these 
messages could impact on 
daily life.

Theme: Easter Concept: 
Salvation 

Key Question: How significant is 
it for Christians to believe God 
intended Jesus to die? 
Religion: Christianity

Suggested Teaching
Using the cross, ask the children 
to design their own piece of 
jewellery (using playdough or 
Modroc) to remember Jesus. 
They must be able to say or write 
a detailed 
description/explanation of what 
the piece represents.

Children to listen to/see famous 
Christian leaders giving their 
Easter message. Children to write 
their own Easter message to the 
local community, encompassing 
the meaning of Easter. 

Using pictures of the key events 
during Holy Week, children to 
think about how Jesus might be 
feeling during each of these 
events?
Also include the feelings of those 
witnessing the events – the 
general public who would have 
been ordinary people of the time 
like we are now. What would 
they think?

Theme: Prayer and Worship 

Key Question: What is the best 
way for a Sikh to show 
commitment to God? Religion: 
Sikhism

Suggested Teaching
Focus on the Gurdwara (meaning 
‘door to the Guru’) – How does 
the Gurdwara show 
commitment? Use photos of 
Gurdwara inside and out. Ensure 
the photos include things like the 
shoe racks, carpeted prayer 
room, Guru Granth Sahib’s 
‘bedroom’, langar, khanda 
symbol, - children to focus in 
small groups on one of the main 
symbols mentioned and consider 
its design, purpose and 
significance – how does it show 
commitment (i.e. the Guru 
Granth Sahib bedroom shows 
dedication to the words about 
Waheguru – it is treated as a 
living guru) etc

Theme: Beliefs and Practices

Key Question: What is the best 
way for a Christian to show 
commitment to God? Religion: 
Christianity

Suggested Teaching
Think of something/someone 
you are committed to. Can you 
show the steps you take to show 
this level of commitment/how 
you work towards it? 
Why are you committed to it? 
Why do you want to show 
commitment to it?

Imagine being a Christian in daily 
life – give the children some of 
the quotes used in the enquiry 
e.g. love your neighbour as 
yourself. Explore the idea of 
loving yourself by thinking of 
your talents and strengths. How 
can these talents be put to good 
use in accordance with these 
quotes? Think of examples for in 
school, at home, in society, in 
the future
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Children to make a lift the flap 
book, showing each of the 5 k’s 
with a description and the 
actual ‘K’ underneath the flap. 
Children try to work out why 
these symbols came about –
what was the context? What is 
the symbolism of each? Are 
they still useful today or largely 
symbolic?

Questions to support greater 
depth 
What are you committed to and 
why?
Can you think of practices that a 
Sikh may choose to do to show 
his faith?
What are the 5Ks and what do 
they represent? 
Do you think Sikhs may put in 
varying amounts of effort into 
their religion? Can you explain 
why you do or do not think this 
is acceptable?
Why is a circle sometimes a 
symbol for God?

Questions to support greater 
depth 
What does Christmas mean to 
Christians?
Which account of the nativity 
do you think is more 
believable/true – Matthew or 
Luke?
Why are there different 
versions of the same event?
How can truth be different for 
different people or different 
times?
What do you understand by 
incarnation?
Does it matter whether the 
Christmas story is true? What 
do you think? 
Is there a greater meaning 
behind the story, rather than 
the actual events as they did or 
did not happen? 

Questions to support greater 
depth 
Stories are important 
because…
Do you have a story that 
means something to you and 
if so why? 
(Children to complete the 
sentence stem giving their 
reason.)
How are these stories 
relevant today to Sikhs/non-
Sikhs?
What can we learn from the 
Sikh stories we have heard? 

If I followed these stories 
myself how might it influence 
my thoughts, words and 
actions?

Questions to support greater 
depth 
What is the difference between 
purpose and destiny?
Does belief in either affect how 
someone might live their life?
What do we think was God’s 
plan for Jesus’ life according to 
Christianity?
Do you think God intended 
Jesus to die on Good Friday or 
was it a culmination of events 
during Holy Week that led to his 
death?
What evidence do you have to 
support this theory? 
What is most likely?

Can you explain whether you 
think Jesus knew he was going 
to die? Why do you think this? If 
he did, why did he not try and 
stop it?

Jesus’ death can raise more 
questions than it answers. Do 
you have any questions? 

Christians believe that Jesus 
dying was part of God’s plan. If 
this is the case what do you 
think about the plan and how 
Jesus died as part of this plan? 

Questions to support greater 
depth 
What is commitment?
What does it look like?
Can you explain if you think it is 
possible to show the same level 
of commitment to everything 
we do?
If not, why not?
What are you committed to?

What is one of the main Sikh 
beliefs?
How might they show this belief 
in action?
Can you think of other ways 
that Sikhs may put their beliefs 
into action?

There are many ways a Sikh 
shows their commitment to 
God. Which way(s) do you think 
is the best? 
Is it possible to rank them or 
not?

How is looking after the Guru 
Granth Sahib showing God 
respect and commitment?

Questions to support greater 
depth 
Explain how easy or hard it can 
be to show commitment to 
something/someone?

Can you think of ways that 
Christians show their 
commitment to God and which 
beliefs support these actions? 

Do you think it matters how 
committed a Christian is to their 
faith? 

Is there a hierarchy of practices 
that show a greater/lesser level 
of commitment? 
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Theme: Beliefs and Practices

Key Question: What is the best 

way for a Muslim to show 

commitment to God? 

Religion: Islam

Suggested Teaching

Children to make a large 
poster/scrapbook page showing 
their learning about the 5 Pillars 
of Islam by explaining which is 
the most important.
Group children according to 
which pillar they thought was 
the most important and then the 
groups debate and argue the 
importance of their choice. 
Children produce information for 
younger children on the five 
pillars – the info explains the 
pillar, how it impacts on 
life/daily life, the meaning of it 
and how it would relate to key 
words like belonging, 
commitment, worship etc

Children make a hanging 
mobile/wind chimes, displaying 
the 5 pillars and what they 
mean. Activity must be as above 
to demonstrate the learning. 
Children must showcase to each 
other what they have learnt. The 
activity could be linked to the 
group activity and then be stored 
as an artefact/resource to be 
used as a teaching aid – it could 
then be used in other lessons to 
reinforce prior learning

Theme: Christmas Concept: 

Incarnation 

Key Question: How significant is 

it that Mary was Jesus’ mother? 

Religion: Christianity

Suggested Teaching

Children to explore symbols/ 
images usually connected to 
Mary, Could look at online 
images and ask the children to 
note down any observations 
about it – inform them that 
everything is pictured for a 
reason – groups can speculate 
what the reasons might be 
(teacher will then research the 
answers after and inform in next 
lesson or will have done so 
beforehand)

Freeze frame parts of the story 
of Mary from the annunciation 
featuring Mary, articulating her 
thoughts and feelings to the 
different events. 
These could be done in small 
groups – then observing children 
could hot seat a character to ask 
about feelings, actions, hopes 
etc (groups to have prompts and 
actors have some info to help 
them act)
Give some context about Mary’s 
possible life – lack of equality 
and finances making life difficult
and choices limited

Theme: Beliefs and Meaning 

Concept: Salvation 

Key Question: Is anything ever 

eternal? 

Religion: Christianity

Suggested Teaching

Children to make an acrostic 
poem using the word 
eternal/forever to show what it 
means to them. Share with a 
partner and discuss similarities 
and differences.

Using playdough/clay, can you 
make a symbol to show what the 
word ‘eternal’ means to you? 
Explain what you have made and 
how this impacts on how you live 
your life. 

If a person dies, they are 
physically not immortal however 
their memory can live on in other 
ways
Examine the idea of the legacy 
that somebody leaves behind. 
What impact on the world have 
other people had e.g. William 
Wilberforce, Martin Luther King, 
Elizabeth Fry – children can 
research a person of their choice 
and compare it the legacy Jesus 
left, what legacy will they leave 
(what we do lives on- even if it is 
that their family love and 
remember them). Showcase this 
to the rest of the class to show a 
contrast. Consider any local 
historical people to make links to 
British settlements by Quakers in 
Birmingham etc

Theme: Easter Concept: Gospel 

Key Question: Is Christianity still 

a strong religion 2000 years after 

Jesus was on Earth? 

Religion: Christianity

Suggested Teaching

Pretend to run a campaign to be 
a leader. What would your 
campaign look like? How would 
you get people to vote for you?

Draw up some questions to ask a 
visiting Vicar/Christian visitor 
about their faith and why 
Christianity is still relevant today 
from their perspective?
(Can utilise Crossing the Bridges 
materials if visiting them in their 
place of worship).

Theme: Beliefs and moral values 

Key Question: Does belief in Akhirah (life after death) help Muslims 

lead good lives? 

Religion: Islam 

Suggested Teaching
Look at the story of Robin Hood. Discuss Robin’s actions in the light of 
Islam. Were his actions good/bad? What about the fact that the 
actions were wrong, but the intention was good?  Look at some of the 
quotes of Muhammad.
Also consider the belief that there are angels recording all thoughts, 
words and deeds to be used at the day of judgment – how would we 
make sure that good outweighs band ? Look at some different 
scenarios and plan an action that would lead to merit with the angels 
rather than a negative mark. Children could devise some easy school 
based scenarios in small groups and swap them for other tables to 
answer  - feedback session and then consider whether the thoughts, 
words and actions would be met favourably.

Children to match the different beliefs about life after death with the 
religion (could include non-religious views here as well). 

Each group to have a different information point which have the 
headings ‘angels’, ‘Day of Judgement’, ‘Allah’ and ‘Heaven/hell’. What 
can they learn from these points? Children to note down the key 
ideas from their station as bullet points ready to present to the class.

Children to have extracts from the Qur’an which relate to life after 
death. Can they highlight the words, phrases that support the Muslim 
belief in Akhirah? What evidence have they found? How can it be 
interpreted? 

Often negative representations of Islam dominate the news. Can you 
give a balanced view of Islam and their core beliefs, showing how for 
many Muslims, their faith is a positive part of their identity and is to 
be celebrated? 

RE in Year 6
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Children to have envelopes in 
their groups containing fact cards 
about Islamic practices. Ask the 
children to rank and explain their 
rank according to those they think 
show a greater level of 
commitment/ lesser level of 
commitment to God?

Questions to support greater 
depth 
What is commitment?
What does it look like?
Is it possible to show the same 
level of commitment to everything 
we do? If not, why not?
Can you explain how 
commitments may not always be 
easy to stick to?
Which values might you need to 
show commitment to 
something/someone? E.g. 
resilience, motivation etc
What are you committed to and 
why?
What are the five pillars of Islam? 
Why do think the word pillar is 
used?
Why do Muslims fast during 
Ramadan? 
How many ways can you think of 
that a Muslim can show 
commitment to God? 
Do any of these practices show a 
greater level of commitment than 
others?
Can you think how the level of 
commitment a Muslim shows to 
their faith, may impact on their 
everyday lives? 
Why do Muslims follow the 5 
Pillars of Islam to a greater/lesser 
extent? 

Questions to support greater 
depth 
What sort of qualities would you 
look for in a leader? 
Can you think of any famous 
leaders and the qualities they 
have, both positive and negative? 

Do you think it was important to 
God that Jesus had a human birth? 
If so why/why not? 
What other ways could God have 
presented Jesus to the world?
If Jesus was a King, why were his 
parents not royalty?
What do you understand by 
incarnation? 
Why was it important that Mary 
was Jesus’ mother?
Was Mary’s role more important 
than Joseph’s? If so, why?

Mary made the choice to have 
God’s baby. What do you think 
helped her make her decision?  
How was her life changed by this 
decision?
What support would she have 
needed?
Who would she need support 
from? Why?
What would your decision have 
been? Why?

Values and citizenship e.g. 

emancipation of slaves in the 

Bristol area, establishment of 

workers 

Questions to support greater 

depth 
What does eternal mean? Can you 
define it in one sentence?
What feelings would you have if 
you believed in eternity/forever?
How might someone feel if 
something they believed would 
last forever, was broken?
How do Christians believe they 
should live their life, to have 
eternal life?
Does something need to be 
tangible in order to be eternal? 
Does it need to be seen, felt, etc?
How do you try and lead a good 
life?
Can you think if any other religions 
have beliefs in eternity? 
What legacy do you think it is 
important to leave?
Who at the moment would leave a 
lasting legacy to benefit others?
What legacy would you like to 
leave?
How might you go about leaving 
that legacy?

Questions to support greater 

depth 

What traits do you have that 
people would want in a leader?
Can you give both a for and 
against argument for why 
Christianity is still a strong religion 
today?
What evidence do you have that 
this is the case?
What do you think and why? 

Which, if any, of the ten 
commandments are relevant 
today?
Can you think of another 
commandment you would want to 
add? 

Questions to support greater depth 

If you witness something that feels wrong to you, what would you do?
What helps you know the difference between right and wrong?
Is it possible to right a wrong?
How does belief in Akhirah, influence how a Muslim lives his/her life? 
How would I behave differently if I believed in Akhirah?
What do Muslims believe about life after death?
Taking into account a Muslim’s belief in Akhirah, how would this 
influence their thoughts about euthanasia or suicide? 
How do the 5 Pillars of Islam link to the belief in Akhirah?
What are your personal thoughts about life after death? Are these 
thoughts influenced by anything/anyone? 
If someone has led a ‘good’ life, what would you expect to see? 
Drawing on what you have learnt about the main religions, why do you 
think that life after death is such a fundamental concept for most 
religions?
Can war ever be justified?
Why can stereotyping be harmful? 
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