
MFL (French) at Kirkby 
Stephen Primary School



Our vision for MFL (French) 

Intent

Our French curriculum at KSPS intends to teach our children to develop an interest and curiosity in learning a foreign language in a way that is enjoyable and stimulating. We aim to 

encourage children’s confidence and creative skills through learning French. The teaching should enable children to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to 

understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. Learning French will also offer pupils the opportunity to develop a deeper understanding of the world around 

them, with a better awareness of cultural similarities and differences. We believe that the early acquisition of French will help equip our children with the foundation for learning 

other foreign languages, both in KS3 and later in life. 

Implementation

Our MFL curriculum is designed to develop children’s skills in languages through regular discrete French lessons in KS2. Using the Primary Languages Network French scheme of work, 

we offer a relevant, broad, vibrant and ambitious foreign languages curriculum that will inspire and excite our pupils using a wide variety of topics and themes, supported by a clear 

skills and knowledge progression. Our children will acquire, use and apply a growing bank of vocabulary and are supported to develop their reading and writing in French as well as 

their speaking and listening skills as they progress through KS2, building their knowledge and skills year by year. 

Impact

Through the implementation of our MFL curriculum, our children are developing skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing in French and are acquiring a developed 

understanding of its vocabulary and grammar. Children will be able to talk about their learning in French lessons and demonstrate their speaking and listening skills through simple 

conversations in French with another person. Book scrutinies also show that pupils have, over time, developed a range of skills and language enabling them to communicate in writing 

in French. Our children will continuously build on their previous knowledge as they progress in their foreign language journey through KS2 and on to secondary education.



Key Stage 2 National Curriculum

Pupils should be taught to:

• listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding

• explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words

• engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help

• speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures

• develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases

• present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences

• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing

• appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language

• broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary

• write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly

• describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing

• understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency 

verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English.

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:

• understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources

• speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and 

continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation

• can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt

• discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.

Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen 
their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in 

speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original 

language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries.



French in Autumn Term (1)

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Getting to know you

- Children will be introduced to France and the idea of 

speaking French. Practising basic greetings, feelings 

and saying our name. 

- Begin to practice pronunciation and intonation skills 

and memory techniques. We will experiment with the 

speaking, reading and writing of individual words and 

simple phrases. 

Numbers

- Explore sounds and words of numbers 1-10 through 

songs, pictures, counting activities and games. 

Colours

- Explore some colours in French including red, white, 

black, pink, green, yellow and blue. 

Key Vocabulary

- Greetings, feelings and saying our name

- Numbers 1-10 

- Different colours 

- Some basic commands

Welcome to our School

-Children will revisit how to greet people and use 

familiar language to introduce themselves.

- To revisit numbers 1-10 and learn numbers to 30.

-To recall months of the year and be able to order 

them.

-To begin to write the date in French. 

-To learn nouns for classroom items. 

Key Vocabulary

- Greetings

- Numbers 0-30

- Months of the year

- Dates

- Classroom items 

Talking all about us

- To recall and re-use familiar core language 

knowledge in new contexts

- To revisit and build confidence in spoken personal 

information dialogues

- To extend knowledge of adjectives

- To practise listening for information, speaking in 

sentences and sequences of sentences

- To develop reading skills to aid understanding of 

unfamiliar words

- To write familiar language in sentences and using 

memory skills to do so

- To explore the use of verbs and moving from talking 

about “I and You” to talking about “He and She”

Key Vocabulary

- Places around school

- School subjects

- Likes and dislikes 

- Days of the week

- Adjectives of opinion

- Conjunctions

Spooky House/ Space House

Recognise and use nouns and colour adjectives to 

name and describe rooms in the house.

Follow a story about a haunted house and write a 

sequence of simple sentences using nouns and 

adjectives to describe a house.

Key Vocabulary

- Rooms in the house

- Adjectives describing rooms and houses

- Is there… / Here is…
- Verb ‘to have’
- Adjectival agreement with nouns



French in Autumn Term (2)

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Colours

- Revisit colours from previous half term and look at 

additional colours linked to Bonfire Night and Autumn 

season. Practise listening, speaking ,reading and 

experiment with the writing of simple words for 

colours.

Calendar Dates

- Explore days of the week and months of the year. 

The children will become language detectives make 

links between languages and look for similarities and 

differences in the target language and English.

- Children to recap previous learning including 

numbers and getting to know you phrases. 

- Children to be introduced to different commands 

that can be used in the class room, for example, stand 

up. 

Key Vocabulary

- Autumn colours

- Numbers

- Commands

- Days of the week 

- Months of the year 

Robot Town

-Children to revisit familiar commands.

-Introduce and develop understanding of new 

commands and directions.

-To understand and respond to simple movement 

commands. –To write a sequence of simple 

directions.

-To ask the question “Where is…?” and give simple 
directions.  

-To learn the nouns of places you might visit in a 

town.

Key Vocabulary

- Commands

- Directions 

- Where is? / There is / There are

- Shops and places in a town

In the City

- To explore nouns and adjectives.

- To practise simple dialogue phrases to buy tickets 

and ask about places.

- To explore the culture of target language cities

- To revisit and use unfamiliar language in new 

contexts

- To develop listening and reading to understand 

meaning

- To practise writing sentences to describe a place in 

a city

- To develop skills in speaking and writing shorter 

texts.

Christmas Shopping

- Explore numbers and prices up to 100

- Practise simple dialogue phrases to buy gifts

- Explore culture of Christmas in France

- Develop listening and responding skills

- Practise writing words, phrases and simple 

sentences.

Key Vocabulary

- Buildings and places of interest

- Where is? / Here is

- Directions

- What would you like? / I would like…
- How much does it cost? / It costs…
- Numbers 0-50

Hopes and roles

Exploring nouns, adjectives and the verb ‘to be’ to 
talk about future careers.

Understand, find and use nouns that explain people’s 
roles and jobs.

Write a sequence of simple sentences to describe 

future hopes and link this to important subjects they 

are learning. 

Make a simple statement about their future hopes 

and aspirations.

Key Vocabulary

- Professions

- Verb ‘to be’



French in Spring Term (1)

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Animals

- Begin to explore grammar of target language and 

look at the nouns for animals. Children to learn how 

the nouns for animals can change depending on 

gender and singular or plural.

- Children to learn how to discuss what animals they 

can see on a journey and to tell someone their 

favourite animal. 

Key Vocabulary 

- Single and Plural

- Animals

Meet the Family

-To learn the nouns for members of the family. 

-To learn how to introduce member of the family and 

ask questions to find out who someone is. 

-To explore nouns for parts of the face and revisit 

gender and colour adjectives.

-Write simple sentences to describe the faces.

Key Vocabulary

- Members of the family

- Parts of the face

- Eye and hair colour

- Who are you? This is…

Happy New Year 

- How to recognise, recall and begin to use familiar 

and un-familiar parts of the present tense of etre (to 

be)

- How to build confidence in spoken use of the verb 

etre.

- Practise ways of remembering the paradigm of the 

verb.

- Use drama and performance skills to aid memory of 

new language and grammar structures.

Healthy Eating and Going to the Market

- Look at the gender of nouns and polite requests

- Use known and new language to create a recipe for 

fruit salad

- Recall nouns for fruit and vegetables

- Participate in simple shopping dialogue.

Key Vocabulary

- Fruit

- Vegetables

- Transactional language at the shops

- Verb ‘to be’ (present tense) 
- Numbers 0-50 / Euros

Sports

Explore sports and be able to justify likes and dislikes 

and opinions about sports.

Recognise, say and write some nouns for sports.

Recognise and use parts of the verb ‘to play’ in the 
present tense.

Express a like or a dislike and simple opinions about 

sports.

Say and write a simple description of a sport.

Key Vocabulary 

- Sports

- Verb ‘to play’
- Opinion adjectives

- Do you play this with…? 



French in Spring Term (2)

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Recap and Carnival

- Revisit  and remember core language from Autumn 

1 and 2 and building upon this to be able to ask 

questions and give answers (numbers / colours/ 

greetings / personal information/ days and months).

- Learn numbers 11-20.

- All the lessons have a “Carnival” theme and the 
children participate in games, songs and making 

activities. Including creating carnival masks. Children 

to learn about carnival traditions in France. 

Key Vocabulary

- Numbers 1-10 

- Numbers 11-20

- Days of week

- Colours

- Greetings, feelings, names

- Ages

Parts of the Body

-To recap animals and adjectives used to describe 

them. 

-To develop understanding of nouns for parts of the 

body and adjectives (colour and size)

-To understand and recap movement commands. 

-To form simple sentences using adjectives and 

nouns. 

-To write and read aloud sentences to describe an 

alien’s or monster’s body.

Key Vocabulary

- Animals

- Adjectives (colours, sizes) 

- Parts of the body

- Have you? / I have

- There is / there are

Carnival and Clothes

- Listen to and join in with songs and games

- Consolidate understanding of nouns, gender, 

singular and plural

- Extend knowledge of adjectives, agreement and 

position after nouns in descriptive sentences.

- Practise and explore the verbs to have and wear

- Develop speaking, listening, reading and writing 

skills

- Explore how to build more complex sentences using 

nouns, verbs and adjectives in French.

Key Vocabulary

- Verb ‘to wear’
- Clothes

- What are you wearing? / I am wearing…
- What’s it like?
- It has…

Favourites

Revisiting and consolidating prior learning to describe 

ourselves and talk about our preferences and 

hobbies.

Using prior learning create a simple written 

presentation and description of a favourite character.  

Understand the main points from a short spoken 

presentation by someone about him/herself.

Write short simple sentences about a character or a 

famous person. 

Prepare short statements about their favourite 

things.

Draft write , check and then write in best a 

presentation to introduce themselves or another 

person or character.

Key Vocabulary

- Asking and answering 

preferences/feelings/characteristics

- Favourite things: likes and dislikes

- Using 1st, 2nd, 3rd person in sentences



French in Summer Term (1)

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

The Picnic 

- Recognise and understand nouns for fruit and 

vegetable. Use the correct French word for “a”. Learn 
how to ask politely for a piece of fruit or a vegetable.

- Listen to and join in with a story about a hungry 

giant’s breakfast.

Key Vocabulary 

- Fruits and vegetables

- Breakfast foods

- Asking politely

Feeling Unwell

-Revisit language for parts of the body.

-Learn how to say something hurts and where it 

hurts. 

-Play listening and responding games based on illness. 

Jungle

-To explore masculine and feminine nouns.

-To know the nouns for some jungle animals.

-To listen to and join in with simple stories. 

-To write simple descriptive sentences about a jungle 

animal.

Key Vocabulary

- Parts of the body 

- Illnesses and injuries 

- Masculine, feminine

- Jungle animals

Out of this World

- Explore the names of the planets in French

- Revisit and extend personal information questions 

and answers

- Practise constructing dialogues and simple 

conversations.

- Practise writing descriptive sentences with known 

and new words.

Key Vocabulary

- Personal information at passport control

- Countries

- Ways to travel

- Planets

- Conjunctions to extend sentences

Café Culture

Exploring café culture in France and being able to ask 

for simple snacks and drinks. 

Recall and use familiar personal information 

questions and answers to create a simple dialogue 

with a friend.

Understand, say and ask politely for 3 snacks and 3 

drinks in a French café.

Listen to and understand some information from a 

short café culture podcast.

Participate in a spoken performance of a café sketch.

Eating Out

Exploring authentic meals they may like to eat/order 

in France when eating out. Revisiting basic 

transactional language to ask politely for a typical 

French meal.

Building an ongoing end-of-year project around 

French food and drink.  

Key Vocabulary 

- Transactional (café) language

- Foods (meals and snacks)

- Drinks

- ‘You can eat…’



French in Summer Term (2)

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Map Explorers

- Explore  towns/places on a simple Google Earth map 

of France, making a virtual visit to the village of 

Ainhoa on France/Spain border. This village makes 

Gingerbread men. 

- Listen, join in and perform the simple Gingerbread 

man traditional tale and find out where the 

Gingerbread man lives by learning how to ask and 

respond to “where do you live?”.

Celebration Picnic 

- Revisit core language of colours and numbers.

- Opportunity to hold a celebratory end of year target 

language picnic, revisiting polite requests and simple 

dialogue. 

Key Vocabulary

- Where we live

- Numbers

- Colours

- Food and Vegetables

- Days of the week

- Greetings 

Weather

-To understand simple sentences about the weather.

-To read and say simple sentences about the weather.

-To speak and write simple sentences about the 

weather. 

-Explore the weather forecast and types of weather in 

France.

-Listen to and join in with stories. 

Ice Creams

-Explore ice cream flavours.

-To understand some popular ice cream flavours. 

-To be able to ask for an ice cream.

-Take part in a simple dialogue to buy an ice cream.

-Write simple descriptions of ice creams. 

Key Vocabulary

- Weather

- Ice cream flavours

- Asking the price

- Asking politely

Seaside

- Explore adjectives and nouns associated with the 

seaside.

- Develop listening and reading for meaning

- Practise writing extended sentences using 

conjunctions and opinion phrases

- Develop skills in speaking and writing short texts

- Practise memorising and presenting short texts.

Key Vocabulary

- Beach words

- Modal verb (You can…)
- Play & sports

- Eat & foods

- Wear & beach clothes

Tour de France

Exploring the annual great European sporting 

challenge of the tour de France. 

Cultural and language investigations leading to factual 

Tour de France posters.

Recall and remember familiar core language and 

phrases (colours/numbers/ days of week etc) in 

language ,memory games.

Performance Time

The focus is on celebration, inclusive learning and 

developing performances where children have made 

the link between languages and drama. 

Revisiting  basic core language the children have 

practised during the four years of language learning.

Read, understand and practise a script using familiar 

personal information phrases and attempt to perform 

it from memory. 

Key Vocabulary

Revisiting and consolidation of:

- basic transactional language

- basic personal information 

- expressing simple opinions

- using questions and answers.



Progression: Core skills in learning MFL

Listening Speaking Reading Writing

Year 3 Can understand a few familiar spoken words and 

phrases. 

Can say/repeat a few words and short simple 

phrases and would be understood by a 

sympathetic native speaker. 

Can recognise and read out a few familiar words 

and phrases. 

Can write or copy a few simple words or symbols 

as an emergent writer of the target language. 

Year 4 Can understand a range of familiar spoken 

phrases and is able to listen for specific words 

and phrases. 

Can ask and answer simple questions and give 

basic information. 

Can pronounce familiar words and some new 

words accurately. 

Can understand simple written phrases. 

Can match sounds to familiar written words. 

Can spell some familiar written words and 

phrases accurately and write simple sentences 

with limited mistakes so that the message is 

understood. 

Year 5 Can understand the main points from a series of 

spoken sentences (including questions.) May 

require some repetition. 

Can ask and answer simple questions on several 

topics and can express opinions. Can take part in 

brief pre-prepared tasks such as short 

presentations and role plays. 

Can understand the main point(s) from a short, 

written passage in clear printed script. 

Can use bilingual dictionaries independently. Can 

apply phonic knowledge to find, understand 

and/or produce spoken and written words. 

Can write two or three short sentences as a 

personal response, using reference materials / 

with support. Attempts to use accurately nouns 

and adjectives and shows awareness of the use of 

and conjugation of some commonly used and 

regular verbs in the present tense. 

Year 6 Can understand the main points and some detail 

from a short, spoken passage with comprising of 

familiar language. 

Can take part in a simple conversation and can 

express simple opinions. Generally accurate 

pronunciation (to a sympathetic native speaker). 

Can understand the main points and simple 

opinions of a longer written passage (e.g. letter, 

recipe, poem, story, an account. 

Can use a bilingual dictionary to access unfamiliar 

language. 

Can write a short text attempting to use 

accurately nouns, adjectives and some 

commonly used and regular verbs in the present 

tense on a familiar topic using reference 

materials, support if necessary. 



Primary Languages Network Scheme of Work



Primary Languages Assessment: Year 3



Primary Languages Assessment: Year 4



Primary Languages Assessment: Year 5



Primary Languages Assessment: Year 6


