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Introduction 

Homework is anything that children do outside the normal school day that contributes to 

their learning. Homework encompasses a whole variety of activities, instigated by teachers or 

parents and carers, to support children’s learning.  

Rationale 

Children benefit greatly from the mutual support of parents/carers and teachers, in 

encouraging them to learn both at home and at school. Homework can play a positive role in 

raising a child’s level of attainment and can help them develop as independent learners. 
However, we also acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth 
and development. While homework can be important, it should not prevent children from 

taking part in the wide range of out of school clubs and organisations that play an important 

part in the lives of many children. We are aware that children spend more time at home than 

at school and we believe they develop their skills, interests and talents to the full only when 

parents/carers encourage them to make maximum use of the experiences and opportunities 

available.  

Aims and Objectives 

The aims and objectives of homework are: 

✓ to enable pupils to make progress in their academic and social development 

✓ to help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner 

✓ to provide educational experiences not possible in school 



✓ to allow children to practice skills taught in lessons 

✓ to promote a partnership between home and school to support learning 

✓ to consolidate and reinforce learning done in school 

✓ to enrich all aspects of learning 

Types of homework 

There can be a variety of homework activities, at the teacher’s discretion. In the Early Years 

Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, we encourage children to read by giving them books to 

take home to read with parents and carers. Children should also read and share a wide range 

of books and stories in addition to a school book, suited to their differing interests. 

Sometimes we ask children to talk about a topic at home prior to studying it in school. For 

example, in a History topic on Toys, we might ask children to find out what toys were popular 

when their grandparents were young and, if possible, to bring examples in to school to show 

other children. ‘Talk’ homework will be encouraged for all children, as well as other speaking 
and listening activities.   

As children become older, they may still be asked to undertake research at home about a 

topic or might have to complete a task related to Literacy or Numeracy. Times Tables and 

Spellings may also be practised at home. Children might also be asked to complete any work 

started in school. Reading at home, in whatever format, is still very important at any age. As 

children reach Year 6, they might be asked to prepare for the end of year SATs, by 

undertaking revision at home. 

We will set appropriate and meaningful homework to meet the needs of the children. 

Homework will not be given in the form of worksheets etc simply to fill a child’s time, as this 

is of no benefit to a child’s development and learning.  

It is important that children receive feedback on the tasks they have been given to do at 

home. The nature of this will vary depending on the task, but teachers will not provide 

written responses to all written tasks undertaken by pupils. Appropriate feedback could 

include: 

• Oral comments during class work 

• Test results for spellings/times tables as appropriate 

• Self marking of assignments 

• Reviewing of work in small groups 

• Recognition of achievement with stickers, house points etc 

• Instant feedback from parents and carers at home 

If parents and carers have any queries or concerns regarding homework, they should contact 

the class teacher.  

Pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 



We ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child. It is normal that within 

any class, different activities are given to different groups of children.  

 The role of parents and carers 

We recognise that parents and carers have a huge role in the education and development of 

their children through the time they spend with them out of school. The array of normal 

activities that parents and carers do with their children such as talking, playing games, 

reading a story, going on walks, building models, cooking, gardening, participation in sports 

and going on visits are all of educational value and of great importance in the academic, 

emotional and social development of a child.        

Wherever possible, we hope that a reasonably peaceful, suitable place can be provided for 

children to work at home. We would ask parents and carers to help, encourage and praise 

their children with any homework undertaken. If parents and carers wish their children to 

have additional homework, please see the school website for links to activities that can be 

completed at home.    

All pupils have a Home to School Book, where they can record any homework given and 

parents/carers can add comments. For younger children, we ask that adults listening to 

children read at home make a note of what they have read and if the book has been finished.  

For pupils who do not have access to the internet at home or who find a quiet place to work 

difficult, opportunities will be available in school to enable children to complete any tasks 

given. We ask parents and carers to let us know if this is the case for their child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


