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The study of English develops children's ability to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of 

purposes, including the communication of their ideas, views and feelings. Children are enabled to 

express themselves creatively and imaginatively as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of 

stories, poetry and drama, as well as of non-fiction and media texts. Children gain an understanding 

of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Children use their 

knowledge, skills and understanding in speaking, reading and writing across a range of different 

situations.  

Our objectives in the teaching of English are:  

• To enable children to speak clearly and audibly and to take account of their listeners;  

• To encourage children to listen with concentration, in order to identify the main points of what 

they have heard;  

• To show children how to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and demands;  

• To teach children effective communication, both verbal and non-verbal, through a variety of 

activities;  

• To help them to become confident, independent readers, through an appropriate focus on word, 

sentence and text-level knowledge;  

• To develop enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with challenging and substantial 

texts;  

• To foster the enjoyment of writing and a recognition of its value;  

• To encourage accurate and meaningful writing, be it narrative or non-fiction;  

• To improve the planning, drafting, revising, editing and publishing of their written work.  

 

Teaching and Learning 

During reading sessions, children read a range of texts and are encouraged to reflect on what they 

have read.  

When writing, children are taught to plan, draft and revise, proof-read and evaluate their work. 

Grammar, spelling, punctuation and handwriting are also taught during these sessions. There is a 

mixture of whole-class and group teaching, independent and collaborative activities. 

Children learn to apply the skills they have acquired in a cross-curricular way through topics. 

In all classes we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the 

challenge of the task to the ability of the child. In some lessons we do it through differentiated group 

work, while in others, we ask children to work from the same starting point before moving on to 

develop their own ideas. We use classroom assistants to support children and to enable work to be 

matched to the needs of individuals. 



English curriculum planning  

English is a core subject in the National Curriculum and we implement the statutory requirements of 

the English Primary Curriculum 2014. The English Curriculum forms our long-term planning and 

details what is to be taught in each year group. These plans define what we teach and ensure an 

appropriate balance and distribution of work across each year. The class teacher is responsible for 

ensuring everyone is fully aware of the learning intentions. 

Teachers aim to plan activities which are stimulating and challenging, building on children's prior 

learning.  

EYFS 

The objectives set out in the EYFS curriculum underpin the planning for children in the Nursery and 

Reception Class. We give all children the opportunity to talk and communicate in a widening range 

of situations, to respond to adults and to each other, to listen carefully and to practise and extend 

their vocabulary and communication skills. They have the opportunity to explore words and texts, to 

enjoy them, to learn about them and to use them in various situations.  

  



SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

We aim to develop as fully as possible each child’s competence, confidence and enjoyment in 
speaking and listening. Speaking and listening activities are embedded throughout the curriculum. 

Throughout the school day children are involved in: - 

• Listening to talk; 

• Asking and answering questions; 

• Play, where fictional roles are explored; 

• Small group story reading; 

• Small group speaking activities; 

• Using spoken language to get things done; 

• Adjusting what they say depending on others’ response. 

Opportunities for drama and group discussion are carefully planned and integrated into other 

activities. 

In addition there are ‘circle time’ discussions. This ‘circle time’ also takes account of ‘School Council’ 
business and promotes confidence in speaking and listening. The children also take part in class 

assemblies, Christmas and end of year productions, which provide opportunities for public speaking. 

In order to achieve our aims we must: - 

• Provide a stimulating environment, which arouses children’s interest and curiosity; 

• Provide good role models; 

• Listen carefully and with respect and interest to what the children say; 

• Extend their range by encouragement, explanation and interpretation. 

  



READING 

In the EYFS and Key Stage 1, our aim is to develop each child’s ability to read, understand and 
respond to all types of writing. The children are encouraged to acquire a love of books and to 

develop a respect for them. We aim to use books to stimulate the child’s imagination. Children are 
introduced to the conventions of books, left to right, regarding the illustrations as an integral to the 

story, turning the pages singly etc. 

Children learn to decode words and recognise tricky words from following the Letters and Sounds 

programme. Regular assessment ensures children who are not working at an appropriate level 

access intervention groups for regular pre and post teaching of the required phase. IT is used to 

support reading and phonics through online books and phonic resource programmes. 

The children share their books with an appropriate adult in school at least once a week. The adult 

asks questions relevant to the interest of the child and encourages predictions. The children are 

encouraged to decode unknown words, using appropriate strategies. 

Guided Reading is introduced as appropriate and then takes place daily. Children are grouped 

according to ability; each group has at least one guided session per week with either the teacher or 

teaching assistant. 

A ‘Class Reader’ and ‘Book Time’ is also used to encourage children’s enjoyment of literature.  

Reading Comprehension activities are planned for within the English lesson and/or Guided Reading 

sessions.  

Within Key Stage 2, our aim is for the children to be able to read for pleasure, information and with 

comprehension. 

The graded reading scheme is continued into Key Stage 2. A full range of reading genres is offered. 

Children take home a book daily and are heard read in school at least once a week. 

Guided Reading continues as in Key Stage 1. The ‘Class Reader’ is also continued into Key Stage 2. 

Reading comprehension continues to be taught weekly and may cover a wide range of activities 

including answering questions related to the text, pictures and rewriting text from a different 

viewpoint. 

Children are encouraged to log useful words and ideas to support their writing in their Skills books. 

Children are also encouraged to read books from the individual class libraries. Both oral and written 

book reviews are undertaken to encourage a desire to widen their reading experience. Children are 

also encouraged to record when they have read in their own reading record books. 

As the children progress, they are encouraged to widen their use of books for reading for 

information, developing specific skills: 

 Looking up and locating information; 

 Skimming; 

 Scanning;  

 Making notes. 



IT is also used to support reading and comprehension through a range of interactive texts. 

Reading for comprehension involves work based on three main skills: 

 Retrieving and recording information and identifying key details from texts; 

 Vocabulary – giving/explaining the meaning of words in context; 

 Making inferences and predictions from the text, explaining and justifying inferences or 

predictions with evidence from the text. 

To achieve our aim at both Key Stages we need to:- 

• Expose the children to a stimulating range of books and texts; fiction/non-fiction/poetry/play 

scripts. 

• Provide a range of reading experiences; individual reading/shared reading/guided reading/class 

reading/class stories and poetry/use of school and class libraries. 

• Involve parents/carers as much as possible. 

• Ensure reading is structured and enjoyable. 

• Use Reading Bookmarks to monitor progress.  

• Provide support for children with Special Educational Needs as appropriate. 

• Encourage independence through the development of a variety of skills.  
 

 

 

 

  



WRITING  

Our aim is to develop the child’s growing ability to construct and convey meaning in written 
language and to teach the children the skills of handwriting, producing clear, consistent, well formed 

handwriting. 

In Key Stage 1, writing will sometimes be factual, sometimes imaginative and sometimes based on 

own a child’s own experiences. 

Writing will be cross curricular and used to write recounts and reports of investigations, trips or 

visitors to school. Children’s work is discussed and used to draw attention to purpose, style, 
presentation, grammar, punctuation and spelling. 

In Key Stage 2, children extend their experiences in writing to write in various ways for different 

purposes and audiences. 

Having experienced these different types of writing we hope that children will:- 

1. Derive an interest and pleasure from writing 

2. Express their feelings in writing. 

3. Show logical thought in planning and editing. 

4. Be able to direct and instruct through writing. 

5. Write for a clear purpose. 

6. Write for a variety of audiences. 

7. Transmit information. 

8. Write coherently. 

9. Write imaginatively. 

To achieve this we need to:- 

• Provide a variety of stimuli, including Real Writing 

• Provide a range of examples of different types of writing. 

• Give feedback, support and encouragement. 

• Provide a variety of materials and stimulating resources. 

• Ensure that necessary skills are in place. 

• Use assessment to monitor progress and set next steps. 

• Encourage independence and confidence through the development of skills and experiences. 

We will display children’s written work around the school. 



Home /School links 

We value the relationship with parents/carers in supporting their children’s Literacy skills. 
Parents/carers are involved in their children’s learning by: 

• Providing regular parent’s/carers evenings, which give them verbal information on their child’s 

progress and their next steps; 

• Sending reading books and Home/School Record books to monitor progress at home and school; 

• Providing meetings when appropriate to inform parents/carers on how we teach reading, writing 

and phonics and how they can help.  

 

Contribution of English to teaching in other curriculum areas  

The skills that children develop in English are linked to and applied in every subject of our 

curriculum: Science, History, Geography, Art, Design Technology, Music, Physical Education, 

Computing and Religious Education. 

Drama and spoken language is important in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum. They 
develop a capacity to explain their understanding and use the conventions of discussion and debate. 

The reading of non-fiction texts helps children to research subjects and increase their knowledge.  

The teaching of English contributes significantly to children's mathematical understanding, in a 

variety of ways. Children in the EYFS develop their understanding of number, pattern, shape and 

space by talking about these matters with adults and other children. Children in Key Stage 1 meet 

stories and rhymes that involve counting and sequencing. Children in Key Stage 2 are encouraged to 

read and interpret problems, in order to identify the mathematics involved. They explain and 

present their work to others and they communicate mathematically through the developing use of 

precise mathematical language.  

English contributes to the teaching of PSHE and citizenship by encouraging children to take part in 

class and group discussions on topical issues. They discuss lifestyle choices and meet and talk with 

visitors. Planned activities within the classroom also encourage children to work together and to 

respect each other's views.  

English and Inclusion  

At our school, we teach English to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. English 

forms part of our school’s Curriculum Policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all 

children. Through our English teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to 

make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with SEND, those with special 

gifts and talents, and those learning English as an additional language and we take all reasonable 

steps to achieve this.  

 

 



Assessment for learning  

Teachers assess children's work in English in phases. The short-term assessments that teachers make 

as part of every lesson helps them to adjust their daily plans. They match these short-term 

assessments closely to the teaching objectives. Written or verbal feedback is given to help guide 

children's progress on their individual “Assessment Bookmarks”. Older children are encouraged to 

make judgements about how they can improve their own work.  

Teachers use assessments to measure progress against the key objectives and to help them plan for 

the children’s next steps in learning.  

Teachers carry out assessments towards the end of each term and they use these to assess progress 

against school and National targets. Children’s individual assessment sheets (Writing and Reading 

Bookmarks) are updated and at the end of the year these are passed on to the next teacher. They 

are then used as the planning basis for the new school year, ensuring a smooth transition. 

Resources  

There are a range of resources to support the teaching of English across the school. Teachers 

annually review the resources they need to implement the curriculum and funds are made available. 

Each classroom has an interactive whiteboard and access to the Internet through the teacher’s 
laptop. The school library contains a range of books to support children's individual research. The 

reading scheme used in EYFS/Key Stage 1 is phonic based. 

Monitoring and review  

The co-ordination of the English curriculum is the responsibility of the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

Subject Leaders, who also:  

• Support colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about current developments in English 

and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject;  

• Contribute to the School Development Plan and give the Head teacher an annual English Action 

Plan in which strengths and weaknesses in English are reviewed and sets out the actions necessary 

to drive forward improvements in standards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alison Capstick and James Cullen (English Subject Leaders) 


