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Statement of Intent 

This policy sets out the framework in which Kirkby Stephen Primary School will ensure that it 

actively promotes the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 

liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

These values are taught through the Religious Education (RE) and Personal Social and Health 

Education (PSHE) curriculum and are further nurtured through the school’s ethos and 
promotion of spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) understanding.  

Legal framework 

This policy will have consideration for the following guidance: 

 Ofsted School Inspection Handbook (2019).  

 DfE: Promoting fundamental British values as part of SMSC in schools 

(November 2014). 

This policy is carried out in conjunction with our Behaviour Policy 

Roles and responsibilities 

 Kirkby Stephen Primary School understands the importance of promoting British 

values through a comprehensive and unprejudiced curriculum. 

 The Head teacher will ensure that all teachers and staff are aware of the requirement 

to uphold British values through the methods outlined in this policy, and will ensure 

that the appropriate procedures are in place to carry out these methods.  

 Teachers and support staff will ensure that their lessons are inclusive of and sensitive 

to, the fundamental British values.  

 Pupils are expected to treat each other and staff with respect, in line with the school’s 
Behaviour Policy.  

Democracy 

 At Kirkby Stephen Primary School, pupils have numerous opportunities to have 

their views heard through pupil questionnaires and the pupil-elected School 

Council.  

 Our pupils are encouraged to have an input into what and how they learn to instil 

an understanding of democracy for their future.  

 



The rule of law 

 Kirkby Stephen Primary School has a high regard for the laws that govern and 

protect us, the responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when 

laws are broken. Our pupils are involved in the creation of school and class rules 

to inspire them with this understanding. 

 Pupils are taught these values and the reasons behind laws (whether they govern 

the class, the school or the country) that are essential for their well-being and 

safety. Pupils are allowed healthy debate in class in order to encourage 

recognition of the importance of the law.  

Individual liberty 

 At Kirkby Stephen Primary School we foster a safe and supportive environment, 

where pupils are actively encouraged to make choices. Whether it is choosing a 

challenging task or an extra-curricular club, pupils have the freedom to base their 

choices on their interests.  

 Pupils are taught about their rights and personal freedoms and are encouraged 

and advised on how to exercise these safely, for instance through our teaching on 

e-safety and PSHE lessons. 

Mutual respect 

 Respect forms a core pillar of our school’s ethos. Pupils are treated with respect 
and also learn to treat each other and staff with respect.  

 This is reinforced through our Behaviour Policy and modelling by all staff 

throughout the school, promoting mutual respect.    

Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs 

 Kirkby Stephen Primary School acknowledges that tolerance is achieved through 

pupils’ knowledge and understanding of their place in a culturally diverse society and 
the opportunity for pupils to experience such diversity. 

 Throughout the year, workshops and assemblies are held focusing on bullying (with 

reference to prejudice based bullying) and further discussion is encouraged, usually in 

workshops for all ages. 

 Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs is supported by the RE and PSHE 

curriculum.  



 We encourage our pupils from different faiths or religions to share their knowledge 

with their peers to enhance their learning. 

Staff and governors  

 All staff and governors are made aware of their responsibilities in terms of 

British values through staff/governor meetings and information distributed.  

Review 

 This policy will be kept under regular review by the Head teacher and amended 

as appropriate to reflect any changes to regulations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kirkby Stephen Primary School 

British Values Statement 

Kirkby Stephen Primary School is committed to ensuring that all our pupils are provided with a 

broad and balanced curriculum. We endeavour to prepare our children for their future adult 

life, enabling them to become valued citizens of our ever changing society. Since September 

2014, the Department for Education has introduced a statutory duty for schools to promote 

British Values more actively and to ensure they are taught across the school.  

Kirkby Stephen Primary School is committed to serving its community and recognises the multi-

cultural, multi-faith and ever-changing nature of the United Kingdom. We also understand the 

vital role we have in ensuring that groups or individuals within the school are not subjected to 

intimidation or radicalisation by those wishing to unduly, or illegally, influence them. 

We follow equal opportunities guidance which guarantees that there will be no discrimination 

against any individual or group, regardless of faith, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, political or 

financial status.  

The five key British Values are: 

 Democracy 

 The rule of law 

 Individual liberty 

 Mutual respect 

 Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs 

 

At Kirkby Stephen Primary School, these values are taught across the curriculum. We aim to 

encourage pupils to: 

 Reflect on their own and others beliefs, gaining an appreciation of others viewpoints. 

 Gain a sense of enjoyment in learning about themselves, others and the world around 

them. 

 Recognise the difference between right and wrong and consider the consequences of 

their behaviour. 

 Gain a knowledge of how people can influence decision making through voting and 

elections. 

 Understand, accept and celebrate diversity, showing a tolerance towards others in 

local, national and global communities.  

 

The following examples show some of the many ways that Kirkby Stephen Primary School 

seeks to teach and instil British Values. Further information can be found on the termly Class 

Overview Plans on our website.  

 



Democracy: 

Our School Council is democratically elected and regularly seeks the views of pupils on issues 

such as school improvement, fund raising ideas, charity events etc. They are also responsible 

for their own budget. We frequently seek the views of parents, carers and pupils through 

questionnaires, sharing the findings and responding to suggestions made wherever possible. 

Fairness, openness and accessibility for all is part of our inclusive school ethos as we believe 

that all children should have equal opportunities.  

The Rule of Law: 

The importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the class, school or the country, 

are consistently reinforced across the school on a daily basis. We present a strong message in 

terms of code of conduct and the importance and reasons behind these rules. The school has 

a comprehensive Behaviour Policy which is available on our school website and is reviewed 

regularly. The head teacher, pupils and parents/carers sign a Home/School Agreement on 

admission to the school, ensuring all stakeholders are aware of their responsibilities.  

The school has close links with the local community police (PCSOs), who regularly visit and 

informally support the school and we are also part of the ‘Mini Police’ Programme in 
Cumbria. Year 5 pupils are given the opportunity to take part in the Junior PCSO Programme. 

The fire service also visits the school to speak to the pupils about keeping themselves safe 

and how to act as responsible citizens.    

Individual Liberty: 

All pupils are encouraged to become independent learners, developing a thirst for knowledge 

and making informed choices. Pupils are encouraged to take ownership of their thinking, 

decisions they make and consequent actions. We promote positive behaviour and a sense of 

achievement in aiming to be the very best each individual can be, through our ‘Good to Be 
Green’ scheme, ‘Star of the Week’ and Lottery. There is a very clear understanding of what is 
right and wrong, acceptable and not acceptable and this is consistently reinforced. We have a 

robust anti-bullying culture with a policy in place. We are never complacent about bullying 

issues and remain totally committed to ensuring that all children feel safe in school. We take 

part in anti-bullying weeks and workshops (KS2 Gripping Yarns and Y5/6 Childline) throughout 

the year. Through the National Curriculum we teach pupils about the importance of 

individual liberty, such as how Nelson Mandela brought an end to apartheid.  

Mutual Respect: 

There is a strong ethos of respect at Kirkby Stephen Primary School. We expect and hold the 

highest expectations for everyone in our school community. We teach the pupils to take 

pride in themselves, their work, our school and the local community. The message of mutual 



respect is demonstrated every day and reinforced by all adults in the school. Our Star of the 

Week and Good Work assemblies celebrate the successes of individuals. We encourage our 

pupils to demonstrate excellent sportsmanship when taking part in tournaments and 

competitions and to respect all participants.  

 

Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs:   

We are proud of the cultural diversity within our school, although we appreciate that our 

local area is not as culturally diverse as other areas of the UK. We strive to provide lots of 

opportunities for our pupils to learn, understand, respect and tolerate those of different 

faiths and beliefs. Our RE curriculum provides opportunities for our pupils to develop their 

knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, practices and lifestyles with a focus on 

Christianity, Islam and Hinduism. We make cross curricular links in our planning and learn 

about other faiths and cultures in other subjects. The pupils take part in enriching 

experiences such as Multicultural Week, workshops and ‘Experience Harvest (Easter, 
Christmas and Pentecost)’ at the Parish Church. We utilise the knowledge and experience of 
the parents/carers from other cultures who at times give input in to our lessons, for example 

Chinese New Year and Diwali. We have weekly visitor assemblies in school led by 

representatives from the different churches in the locality. As we are situated close to 

Appleby and its annual Horse Fair, we also teach our children about the gypsy and travelling 

community, often bringing in representatives from these communities to talk to and work 

alongside our pupils.    

 

We hope that all our pupils will leave Kirkby Stephen Primary School with the skills that will 

allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain today and 

in the future.    

        

 

  

      

 

 


